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A Very British Revolution 

 

Logline 
 

In the wake of the Napoleonic Wars, Henry Hunt leads the fight for democracy against a corrupt and 
tyrannical government. Based on a true story. 

  

 

Detailed Synopsis 
 
The year is 1816, Britain struggles to repay its huge war debt and millions of the lower class face 
poverty and starvation. 

 
HENRY HUNT, a gentleman farmer and political reformer from Hampshire receives a mysterious letter 

inviting him to speak at a public rally in London. 
 

Hunt meets the shady rally organizers, ARTHUR THISTLEWOOD and DOCTOR WATSON and discovers 

they plan to storm the PRINCE REGENT's palace after the rally to voice their grievances. Hunt 
convinces them to drop their plan and seek redress through peaceful means.  

 
The reform rally goes ahead and thanks to Hunt's skilful oratory they manage to obtain a petition 

with over 24,000 signatures.  

 
Hunt takes the petition to the Secretary of State, LORD SIDMOUTH to request it be presented to the 

Prince Regent. Sidmouth agrees to help but it soon becomes clear that Sidmouth is vehemently 
against democratic reform and has planted spies amongst the reformers. 

 
Impatient with the petition's progress, Thistlewood stages an uprising without Hunt's knowledge. The 

poorly planned uprising is soon put down by the military and Thistlewood and Watson are forced into 

hiding.  
 

As the cause for democratic reform begins to garner national support, reform delegates from across 
the country meet in London to agree upon a unified charter. After strong debate the delegates agree 

to support Hunt's proposal for universal suffrage. 

 
The petition is brought before Parliament but just as it is about to be read, an injured man stumbles 

in announcing that an attempt has been made on the Prince Regent's life. The apparent assassination 
attempt has in fact been staged by one of Sidmouth's spies in order to sabotage the petition's 

progress.  
 

Before heading home, the dejected Manchester delegates have a chance meeting with Doctor 

Watson. Watson urges them to convince their leader, JOHN BAGGULEY to stage a mass march to 
London as a show of strength. Soon after, Thistlewood and Watson are captured and imprisoned in 

the Tower of London. 
 

In Manchester, Bagguley rouses a sixty thousand strong crowd in preparation for the march to 

London. Amongst the crowd is a preacher named JOSEPH HARRISON and his friend JACOB MCINNIS. 
 

At Stockport, just eight miles south of Manchester, the march's advance is brutally crushed by the 
militia under the command of JOHN LLOYD, a local magistrate and confidante of Lord Sidmouth. 

Harrison is badly injured and McInnis continues to London alone. 

 
Meanwhile in London, Thistlewood and Watson face trial but are released on evidence supplied by 

Hunt who needs them to maintain his popularity. Thistlewood is soon arrested again after he 
challenges Sidmouth to a duel. 



 

Six months pass and Harrison moves to Stockport with his wife and six children where he opens a 
chapel in a disused warehouse. He is soon joined by Bagguley and together they form a school to 

educate the people on the merits of reform.  
 

The school struggles financially but becomes a huge success when McInnis convinces his striking co-

workers to join the cause after unfairly losing their jobs. 
 

Bagguley is soon arrested for sedition at an open air reform rally in Stockport and while imprisoned 
begs Harrison to carry on the struggle alone. Harrison agrees and invites Hunt to Stockport to help fill 

the leadership vacuum left by Bagguley. 
 

Hunt arrives and proves a huge hit with the people but his visit is tainted by a few mishaps in 

Manchester whilst in the company of JOHN JOHNSON, the flamboyant reform secretary. Nursing his 
bruised ego, Hunt returns to Hampshire with a promise to return. 

 
Meanwhile Bagguley is sentenced to twelve months prison on evidence reluctantly supplied by Lloyd's 

son, JOHN HORATIO LLOYD.  

 
In protest, Harrison organizes a rally in Stockport which turns violent when Lloyd orders the militia to 

capture a cap of liberty mounted on the stage. To Lloyd's disgust, the militia are forced into retreat by 
the reformers defending themselves with just sticks and stones. 

 
After the meeting, McInnis's sweetheart is accidentally shot by one of Lloyd's men, the bullet being 

meant for McInnis.  

 
Harrison soon finds himself under a warrant for sedition and flees to London where Hunt and the 

newly released Thistlewood have joined forces. Lloyd sends CONSTABLE BIRCH to capture Harrison 
and have him returned to Stockport. 

 

Harrison reaches London but is soon arrested by the authorities. Thistlewood visits his cell to request 
support for a full scale revolution but before Harrison can answer, Birch arrives to take him back to 

Stockport.  
 

Birch and Harrison arrive back at Stockport but Birch is shot by McInnis as revenge for the shooting 

of his sweetheart. Harrison is bailed but the shooting of Birch is the last straw for the government 
who deploy thousands of troops and cavalry toward Stockport and Manchester. 

 
Hunt returns to Manchester where a massive reform rally has been organized by Johnson. Johnson 

convinces Hunt not to invite Harrison as he fears it may implicate them in conspiracy.  
 

The rally is attended by 160,000 people and begins peacefully but erupts in violence when the 

inexperienced magistrate HULTON orders the military to disperse the crowd. The militia on horseback 
charge in and exact brutal revenge on the reformers, many die and hundreds are injured. Hunt, 

Johnson and Harrison are arrested.  
 

Hunt is bailed and Harrison sends him a warning that Thistlewood is planning a bloody revolution. 

Hunt returns to London where he receives a triumphal entry to the city organised by Watson and 
Thistlewood hoping to capitalize on his popularity and boost their numbers. The men depart ways 

when Hunt makes it clear he will only support reform through peaceful means. 
 

Thistlewood comes up with a plan to assassinate the cabinet ministers while they meet for dinner. 
Watson is arrested for debt so Thistlewood replaces him with a new member of the group named 

GEORGE EDWARDS. 

 
The police get wind of Thistlewood's plot and raid his hideout. Thistlewood manages to escape and 

together with Edwards they break into Sidmouth's home to exact revenge.  



 

Instead of killing Sidmouth in cold blood, Thistlewood challenges him to a duel. After a long sword 
fight, Thistlewood comes out the victor but just as he is about to plunge the sword into Sidmouth's 

throat, Edwards produces a pistol and prevents his murder. It is revealed that Edwards is in fact one 
of Sidmouth's spies. 

 

The reformers’ cause seems lost when Hunt, Johnson and Harrison are sentenced to prison, McInnis 
is hanged, and Thistlewood and his gang are executed for high treason.  

 
Hunt continues the struggle from prison by publishing his journals. He predicts that a great change is 

on its way. 
 

Hunt's prediction comes true when one of Sidmouth's political allies is murdered by a rival politician 

leading to a cabinet reshuffle. Sidmouth is dismissed from cabinet and soon finds himself facing a 
similar fate. 

 
Ten years pass and Harrison meets with the surviving reformers to celebrate the passing of the Great 

Reform Act. Stockport is hosting its first election and the reformers meet with the radical candidate to 

wish him luck.  
 

When the radical candidate turns to greet them it is revealed to their surprise to be none other than 
John Lloyd's son, John Horatio Lloyd. 

 
Hunt travels by coach toward Stockport and is surprised to find a large crowd of supporters with 

Harrison at their head. Hunt proclaims to Harrison's astonishment that he no longer supports male 

suffrage. He now supports both male and female suffrage, universal suffrage in the fullest sense. 

 


